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SF.AiaSE  0RAITG5  GRCP  SSRIOUSLY  INJUBKS 

The  frosts  V7hich  visited  the  Valencia  orange  growing  district  of 
Spain  from  Decerncer  24  to  27,  1925,  caused  great  damage  to  the  1926-27  crop, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  was  still  on  the  trees,  states  Consul  Clement  S. 
Z.t-"rds,  in  a  report  received  in  the  Der)ai'tment  of  ^riculture  dated  January 
14,1927.     In  addition,  an  unusually  violent  wind  and  rain  storm  "brcke  over 
this  region  on  Cliristnas  night,  uprooting  many  trees  and  causing  great 
da^v-age  to  property.    The  1925-26  production  of  ^ranges  in  all  of  Spain 
amounted  to  1,291,342  short  tons  of  which  90  per  cent  was  produced  in  the 
Levante  or  Valencia  district.    IIo  estimate  has  been  received  as  yet  on  the 
quantity  of  oranc,es  that  will  be  availabH.e' for  exoort ,  but  since  the 
district  in  which  the  storm  damage  was  suffered  produces  the  bulk  of  the 
Spanj  s:-  c"'ep,  i-^  is  believed  that  exports  will  fall  considerably  below  the 
levels  of  zhe  past  five  seasons. 

The  most  relia'ole  estimates  state  that  tne  lors  suffered  in  some 
arees  of  the  Levante  was  only  30  per  cent  but  in  other  areas  it  was  as  high 
as  90  per  cent  of  the  crop.     In  order  to  prevent  a  reiDetition  of  the  situ- 
ation in  ;i.925  when  l^'-.z  quantities  of  damaged  ""'ranges  were  ext)orted,  bring- 
ing discreiit  to  Spanish  fnait  in  foreign  markers,  a  royal  decree  was  put 
into  effect  immediately  after  the  frost,  prohibiting  the  gathering  of  oranges 
until  January  15.  1927.     A  s'^cond  royal  decree  put  into  effect  on  January  7, 
1927,  authorized  the  atjpointr.ent  of  insDectors  in  each  of  the  cities  of  the 
orange  producing  area  to  prevent  the  shipment  of  damaged  fruit. 

At  the  date  of  the  frost,  nearly  2.500,000  cases  of  oranges  had  al- 
ready gone  into  the  ex-ort  trade.    This  quantity  may  be  considered  as  ap- 
proximately one-iifth  of  the  usual  crop,  states  Consul  Sdwards.  Exports 
of  oranges  diiring  the  past  five  seasons  averaged  9,299,233  cases  annually. 
A  middleman  icno.vn  as  the  "cor.f eccionador"  acts  between  the  producer  and 
the  exoort  agent.    This  middleman  visits  the  groves,  makes  the  purchases 
from  the  cultivators,  and  later  on  attends  to  the  grading  and  packirxg  of 
the  fruit  for  expert.    The  matter  of  settling  accounts  between  the  "con- 
feccionadcr"  and  the  export  a.ent  is  effected  at  the  end  of  the  exporting 
season,     '"he  s^ii^f  ing  season  begins  in  September  and  ends  early  in  August 
of  the  fcl' lowing  year,     ^proximately  95  per  cent  of  the  exports  are  shipped 
in  half  ci/j;3s  wiii-ch  contain  240,    300  and  504  oranges,  depending  on  the 
sizes  of  oranges  preferred  in  different  markets. 

The  following  tables  give  the  commercial  acreage  and  production  of 
oranges  in  Spain  during  1925-26  and  the  exports  from  Spain  during  the  past 
five  seasons: 
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0HA^T3•ES:    Area  and  prod-action  in  Spain,  1925-26 


District        :Commercial:pj.o^^^tion:  District      :  Com.T.ercial :  j^,^^^^^  . 

and  Provinces  ;  area  :  :  and  Provinces  :        area  :  

:  Acres  : Short  tons;  :     Acres  ; Short  tons 

Catalina;            :  ;  :  Extremadura:     :  i 

Barcelona   :  62  :  827:  Badajoz   :  324  ;  3,427 

Tarragona   :  2,422  :  10,939:  Caceros   j  415  :  1.005 

Lerida  and        :  :  :  Total   ^  737  :  4,432 

<}8rona  :    ;                    :  Spanish  :  : 

Total   :  2.434  :  11,766;  Islands:        :  : 

Levante:             ;  :  :  Palma  de  :  : 

Valencia  :  53,752  :  635,736;  Iv'allovoa  319  ;  1,599 

Alicante   ;  2,609  :  14,439:  Santa  Cruz      :  : 

Castellon   :  41,982  :  410,145:  de  Tenarife  :    :  800 

Iviiir c ia   j  9,064  :  124.004;  Las  P almas . ±  146  :  1.4C2 

Total   :  107.407  ;  1.134.374:  Total   j  —  :  3.801 

Andalucia           :  :  :  All  other  :  ; 

Oriental....:  ;  :  districts ...  :  HO  :  438 

Granada   :  145  :  4,749:  j  ;  

Joen   ;    ;  — :  Total  Spain..:      127,175  :  1,291,342 

Mala,  a   :  5,840  :  38,841:  '  :  : 

Alrr.eria   :  1.962  ;  20.608:  :  ! 

Total  :  5.848  ;  64.198;  :  : 

Andalucia            :  :  :  :  ! 

Occidental:   ;  :  :  :  I 

Sevilla  :  6,173  :  51,194:  :  i 

Cadiz   :  6^3  :  5,155:  s  : 

Cordoba  :  1,522  :  15,592:  :  : 

Huelva  ;  1.982  ;  2.412:  :  : 

Total   ;  10,124  :  72,553:  :  : 


Source:     Assistant  Coirraercial  Attache,  E.  D.  Hester,*  at  ;;:adrid, 

ORAIJGES:    Exports  from  Spain,  1921-22  to  1925-26 


Destination  :  1921-22       :  1922-23       ;  1925-24      :  1924-25      :  1925-26 

:  Half  cases;  Half  cases:  Half  cases;  Half  cases;  Half  cases 


t  •  «  f  « 

Belgium  :  685,537  :  712,533  :      951,402  :  961,843:  979,618 

United  Kingdom. ;  5,616,542  :  5,827,569  ;  5,294,465  :  6,153,259:  5,657,368 

Demriark   :  109,090  :  120,856  :      16-^., 982  :  106,555;  104,843 

France   ;  53,985  :  50,000  :        64,558  :  51,547;  16,000 

Gernany   :  235,536  :  155,559  :  1,271,453  ;  2,241,323:  1,765,877 

Holland   :  911,399  ;  696,535  ;  1,275,918  :  1,242,515:  1,039,623 

Ireland   :  174,119  :  201,558  ;      155,540  ;  I42j554:  106,418 

Norway  :  145,355  :  172,517  :      150,600  :  194.412:  135,066 

S^'eden   ;  52,344  :  48,852  :        50,512  :  66,045;  64,924 

Other  countries:  5.250  ;  2.215  ;        46.990  ;  52.200;  99.837 

Total   :  7,983,265  :  7,967,829  :  9,417,278  :  11,157,521:  9,970,074 


Source:     Consul  Clement  S.  Edv/ards,  Valencia. 
Note:    Half  cases  weigh  ahout  110  pounds,  each. 
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